RES PUBLICA

BUILDING SOCIETY THROUGH VOIDS

POTENTIAL OF THE EXISTING: ENHANCING THE
VOIDS AND THE SUPERSTRUCTURE

Wioid is aboul freedom. I is aboul no walls or constraints. Fres-
dom means relations, extending the possibiities of space for
mare generosity, for more democracy,

it means freedom for architects to propose free space for free
life for free inhabitants. It means "Le plan libre® applied to the
whaole territory. We want to valorize the main quality of parking
bulldings, the void, because it is the void capable of making the
building adaptable and durable. In a first time, it s about resto-
ring essential conditions of human living (air, ight, sun) through
veriical patios piercing existing concrete slabs,

Frecisely because they are undetermined, carparks can evolve
folowing their Inner structural frarmework. Even if the plan allows
a certain flexibility 4o major constraints do not permit for now a
full reversibility: the complete shutdown with what makes pos-
sible our existence; the atmosphere composed of light, natural
air and that strikes our senses, and low heights in existing par-
king typologies.

The propesal stands for requestioning the necessary square me-
ters of built floors.

The proposal stands for a progressive deconstriction of artifical
grounds and elabs of the exizfing parking. The aim iz to renew
our relalionship to our solls, Insfead of being Imagined as lower
limits, they become a collective resowrce able (o generate a col-
lactive society.

The supersiructure of the parking is the base point of the reflec-
tion. Renovating Eurallile car park should start frarm the struciure.
The existing structure is a grid of 7.65 m x 765 m constitubng a
multiple. Still on the same multiple, a larger frame of 459 x 45.0
m, made up of 15,30 m patio in the middiz redistrbules the entire
parking space. The abjective is to bring light and therefora new
possible uses. This vast car park thus finds a more livable scale.
The idea is io use i as an urban shelf capable io host adapiabifty
of multiple activities.

The car park of the future must be thought from the struec-
ture and consider the potential of the volds for second life

Spaces.

The car park of the future must develop three notions res-
ponding fo the challenge of the city of fomorrow ; produc-
tiewr, efrcailar and inhabited,

FRODUCTIVE CITY

In his text a fron-place on a nor-place Rem Koolhaas describes
Euralille in a premonitory vision as «the critical rejection, proof
of an intense indiference towards the operational which gua-
rantead lo a whole generation never to get yvour hands dirtys.
The legacy of Euralille's heritage thersfore invites us to lake a
new tum by reconsidering cur soils. Rethinking the Euralilles wn-
derground car park s an cpportuniy ko consider thal the ground
is & producer of wealth, The productive city conssts of relocating
producton unite (crafts, light industry and food production ) within
the city iiself in order fo promete shor circuits (urban agriculture)
and allow energy savings (last mile logistics). The produciive city
consumes anergy and water bul at the same time produce msr-
chandize foodstuff Mew wses can appear vary guickly using the
ground and the shade of existing car parks, as a mushrogm farmm
for exampie (sse image)

The car park of the fulure must consider the soil as a space
of resource able fo produce wealth rather than just a space
of mobility and storage

INHABITED CITY

Each space we aclivate holds a polential for adaptability at diffe-
rent imes of the day and the year, so that the zones may be
experienced and activated by differert types of users during pe-
riods that wil fit imto their diverse schedules, which sometimes
cvariap, In people's subconscious, Carparks usually appear at
night as unsafe, empty and badly kghted places. The voids that
are created We believe in such poefry which can be found in
even the simplest places, such as 24/7 gas stations, places that
are apen all night, and constitute landmarks. They were thought
as transient, movable and vel they represent sclid anchors in a
population's daily habits or places of leisure like a swiming pool
can take place (ses image).

The car park of fomorrow must become a place of life.
CIRCULAR CITY

The circular city Is the synergy of the productive city and the inha-
bited city it allows the system set up fo be im balance: If recycles
waste to preduce anergy [biomass station for eleciricity and goss
seek heat where it is present geothemal and heat produced by
data centers) and promote a circular economy (recycling). The
water used for crops and keisure is removed by phyio-purnifica-
ton. Planted trees caplure COZ2 and release 02 Recycle. Goods
Food Gray water Waste Product: Water Enengy.

The circular city can inifially take shape in a simple way, without
the mead of a complex technological system. Some parts of the
car park can be replanied In large patios open to the sky, provi-
ding large gardens (see image}

By disartificializing the soll, 1 Is a guestion of fighting against
global wamming and giving back io nature, its criginal space while
bringing light and therefore new uses.

The car park of the fufure must be autonomows and produce
eco-responsable energy.
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RES PUBLICA

RESTORE THEPUBLIC GOOD

RES PUBLICA : LIVING TOGETHER FOR THE COM-
MON GDOD

« The phrase «res publica » loosely translated means «public ieswe:
or =pubdic matter.» The term is also thought to be the ongin of the
word arepublic, = which is used to refer to a state where the supreme
power 525 In the people,

The word ‘commonwealth” has traditicnally been used as a syno-
nym for k. "Res” is a nominative singular Latin noun for a substantive
or concrele thing—as opposed o “spes”, which means something
unreal or ethereal—and “publica” i an attribitive adjective meaning
“of or pertaining to the public, peopie”.

Res publica usually is something held in common by many people,
Far instance, a8 park or garden in the city of Rome could either be
‘private property’ (res privata), or managed by the state, in which
cats i waould be part of the res publica

Today Euralile 5 a collection of objects, fragmenis of a hy-
per-connected city in modion for ravelers in transit. Cur ambition in
this project is to come back to the orgins of Euralille, which was a
public progect for the common good both cormected to Eurcpe and
1o the oid town of Lille,

The car park of the future must rely on the gqualities of the exis-
ting, starting from the ground up to restore sliving fogethers.

«GLOCAL» SYMBIOSE BETWEEN GLO(BAL) AR-
TIFICIAL MODERNITY AND NATURAL (LO)CAL
GROUNDS

Euralille is at the crossing of the trangle Fans-Brusssls-Londan.
This strategic position has been used through Euralille to connect
the oid city center of Lile 1o an inlense flow proper to metropoles, Az
8 coronary by-pass graft, Euralile is an aggressive operation to feed
an histonic city fo al flows of (antijculbure: make it accessible fo 70
miflicn people, furmnish it with real organs that address to this virtual
cammunity that will never be “tagether”,

Alkhough hyperconnected to Europe, Euralliile appears 1o be dis-
connected from the city, Our project aims to reconnect Lille with its
local context. Thowght in an era that considered the adificial as mo-
dern and in the contexd of exacerbated global warming it is necessa-
ry to reconnect with nature.

The underground car park of the Wesifield shopping center in Eu-
rallille shows the apogee of a consumpdion sociefy that needs to be
rethought. The removation of the car park is an appaortunity fo ceate
a grean and padestrian continuity batween the Henr Matisse park
and the Dendaines d'Eurallile park. The car park and shopping mall
which were an artificial barrier become a green interface connected
to the ciby.

The network of Parks highlighting the lecal grounds must be Inked
with the qualities of the existng, arificial and hyperconnecied o Eu-
rope. Indeed, our ambition i to merge the network of parks and the
nebwork of arificial places with the existing infrastructures, then the
local and the global could co-exist and enrich each other,

The car park of the future musi be "glogal™! Connected to the
global scale of the territary and Nnked to his direct local context.
The car park of the future must merge natural vegetation amd
artificial infrastructures,

LET THERE BE LIGHT! REVEAL THE UNDERWORLD AND
RESTORE THE VIEW TOWARDS THE CITY

The YWestfield Euralille shopping center originally planned and thin-
ked by Rem Koolhaas was as a pregr@mmalic forum whose plan
shifts to reveal part of the underground base. A mulBlude of activities
were planned on the roof and allowed to admire the old Lille

This idea, although inieresting, could nof be realized in Jean Nou-
vel's shopping center project. Although the huge sloping side fakes
up this idea, the roof ks nol accessible to admire the view of the city.
Clur project proposes 1o remove the existing reol and to let the light
In, inside the huge volume's mall. We take advantage and use the
existing stepped strudiure to develop aclivities related o the city,
thus restoring the panoramic view

By letting the light in, activities are possibie undenground, vertical re-
Iationshipe guarantesing programmatic heterogenaity armerge, from
the ol to the sky, We pass from a milefeullle of horizonial slabs
withoul much relationship to a polysemy of vertical aclivilies and
possible wses. from the ground o the sky.

The car park of the futire must be a place alfowing natural light
and venfilation to host multiple uses,

FROM A FOSSIL TO A FERTILE ECONOMY

The firsl lesson the coronavirus has laughl us is also the most
astoundng: we have aclually proven thal it is possible, In a few
weeks, io put an economic system on hold everywhere in the world
and at the same time, a system that we were told it was impossible
to slow down or redirect

It iz at this paint that we have ta act, If everything has stopped,
and all cards can be put on the table, they can be lurned, selecled,
triaged, rejected forever, or indeed, accelerated forwards, Now is
the time for the annual stock-iake. When common sense asks us to
‘start production up again as quickly as possibie’, we have o shout
back, ‘Absolutely not!” The last thing 1o do is repeat the exact same
thing we were doing before,

Fresh fruits such a5 bemies reqguire an extensive care, a precise
harvest and a fast delivery so that the final customer can appreciate
a ready to eat producl But then the camera tracked back onto the
fruits that were growing without soll under artificial ight before sen-
ding themn off from central airports, on air-freighters with kerosene
raining dowmn, which makes one wonder; ‘Is it really useful to prolong
this way of producing and selling these types of goods?

Ag long as thers will be cestomsrs, there will be 3 globalized system
that hides this glabal ecological cost. But what if we can provide the
same condtions on-sile 1o produce such berres, remaving the glo-
bal cost of producton

The car park of the fiture must show a fertile newborn eco-
nomy resulting of free space, reversible enough to carry hybiid
programmatic. Phasing the needs of the users and adaptability
are the key of the economical revolution!
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PRODUCTIVE CITY
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